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MAYOR EMANUEL DEDICATES NEW BACK OF THE YARDS  

LIBRARY BRANCH OF CHICAGO PUBLIC LIBARY 

New Location Co-Located with Back of the Yards High School for Community Campus 

 

Mayor Emanuel joined Chicago Public Library Commissioner Brian Bannon and local officials today 

to dedicate the new Back of the Yards Branch of the Chicago Public Library at 2111 W. 47th Street, 

adjacent to the new Back of the Yards High School.  This new, 8,300 square-foot branch, co-located 

on the High School campus, provides the Back of the Yards community with its first full-service 

library since the previous rental location closed in 2011. 

 

“Libraries and schools have a strong connection as places of learning and community anchors. This 

innovative approach provides the community with library that they’ve eagerly anticipated, and 

students the critical resources needed to reach their full potential in the digital age,” said Mayor 

Emanuel.  “This project demonstrates the city’s continuing commitment and investment in our 

children and our neighborhoods, while also reducing the financial burden for taxpayers.” 

 

The neighborhood library combines with the new Back of the Yards High School to serve as a 

community campus, extending learning and discovery to all residents.  This full service CPL branch 

will include enhanced teen-focused collections and digital learning amenities to support the work of 

the high school.  Additionally, the branch will offer neighborhood children access to early literacy 

programs through morning story times and lap sits, as well as providing parent training on the 

importance of reading.  

 

“This location allows us to offer Back of the Yards residents a full service 21st century library in 

order to better serve the needs of patrons in this community,” said Library Commissioner Brian 

Bannon. “We know how much this community loves its library, and the branch will offer more 

access to technology and a focus on the teens in the neighborhood and a media lab for technology 

training.  We are happy to be able to open this in time for the beginning of the school year.” 
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The branch library has its own separate public entrance. It includes a community room, a media lab 

for technology training and 25 Public Computers.  As with all CPL public computers, these all offer 

patrons access to the Internet and online and computer reference databases, as well as Microsoft 

Office suite of productivity software, allowing them to write resumes, do homework, create 

spreadsheets, PowerPoint presentations and more. 

There are areas for adults, teens and children.  This building was designed to achieve a Silver rating 

under the U.S. Green Building Council's LEED for Schools Rating System. 

The new teen area, with a teen librarian, reflects a growing trend of libraries providing physical 

space dedicated to nurturing teens’ values, identity, and the new skills necessary to grow and 

thrive. Teens will be offered a variety of STEM-based and financial literacy programs, as well as 

book clubs, Teen Tech Week and Teen Read Week. 

The branch also offers the services of a Teacher in the Library, a certified teacher on hand after 

school to assist students with homework. This program is supported by the generous private 

contributions through the Chicago Public Library Foundation. 
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